Virological diagnosis and management of two cases of congenital measles.
Measles is a highly contagious viral infection causing congenital infections with a risk of neurological complications in the newborn. Two cases of measles, which occurred in pregnant women within 14 days before the delivery, are described. Mother-to-child transmission of the virus was documented in the newborns either by RT-PCR in saliva or by IgM detection in blood. The measles strains evidenced in saliva samples were genotyped and belonged to the D4 Genotype. An early viral RT-PCR detection allowed successful immunoglobulin prophylaxis in one newborn taking into account that the duration between the onset of the skin rash in the mother and the delivery was less than 6 days. Twenty-four months later, none of the newborns developed classical or neurological clinical signs of measles infection. Measles RT-PCR assay in salivary samples can be used before symptoms develop in the infant to confirm early mother-to-child transmission, therefore permitting the use of an immunoglobulin prophylaxis in the newborn.